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(54) FIXING HEATER AND ITS MANUFACTURE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To precisely provide the preset resistance value without 
inducing the unbalance of the heating temperature distribution of a fixing 
heater by trimming the edge section of a resistance heating element 
printed on a substrate in the excitation direction. 

CONSTITUTION: The edge of a resistance heating element 2 is trimmed 
to the fixed width as shown by an arrow to precisely set the resistance 
value, and trimming is repeated until the preset resistance value is 
attained. The resistance value is adjusted after the resistance heating 
element 2 is printed and baked, thus the preset resistance value can be 
obtained. The edge of the resistance heating pressure value is laser- 
trimmed along the excitation direction, thus no large unbalance of the 
heating temperature caused by trimming is generated. The dust of the 
material of the resistance heating element 2 such as silver and palladium 
is stuck to the side edge section of the trimming. The resistance value 
between electrodes 3 before trimming is compared with the resistance 
value after trimming, and the change of the specific resistance value is 
detected and corrected. 
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